Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2010/07/22 : CIA-RDP90-00552R000404030051-6 


STAT 


asticlb APP eab'5 0 
OM PAGE_^/rZi2- 


THE WASHINGTON POST 
7 February 1980 


Awest of Minister Ăssaîlwl : 


By Michael Weisskopf . j 

Washinatoh Post Scatf Wriwr - ţ 

Irart’s new president yesterday is- 
<;ued his harshesîr -attack yet against 
the radical Moslems occupving- ţhe 
U.S. Embassy m Tehran, laoehng 
*them “self-centered children” alter 
tliey engineered the~arrest of a. gov- 
ernment minister accused of being a 
CIA ally . . • Y* . 

In an interview witti ţhe Tehran 
, daily newspaper.**Kayhan, President 
Abol Ilassan Bani-Sadr denounced K.e 
embassv captors ier behaving nke a 
government- ‘within a government 
and said their practice of makmg un- 
proven allegations against Iranian of- 
ficials creates chaos. - ; * 

Last night, ţhe i uling Kevolutionary. 
Council, whic h a ppoipted Bam-Sactr 
acting chairrnan Tuesday^, backed lus 
bitter protest against the militants by 
calling for the release oJf Information 
Minister Nasser Minachi-, who was ar-> 
rested early yesterday, according to 
reports from* Tehran.* 

Since his electioiv last montb as- 
Iran’s first pre’sident, Bani-Sadr, who 
has called for a - rapid solution of the 
embassy crisis, has been moving tcH 
ward a showdown with the Islamic 'mil- 
itants who have been holding an esti- 
mated 50 American s hostage for 95 
days. * •*. 

U.S. officials, who see-Bani-Sadr as 
the best hope for megotiating an end 
to the 13-week-old crisis, *say the new 
president must first consolidate his 1 
own power and isolate the embassy j 
-mlitanht who deraand the return of 
Iran’s. depoeed shah as the price of re- 
;iaastng th* hostages. 

* Minachi; the- first Gabinet minister 
to he denounced In a series of “revela- 
tlOTis” by the militant»^ was arrested 
*ît “his home at2a.m. yesterday after 
, a spokesman for the captors said over 
.naţional television that embassy docu- 
menta, show he was a collaborator of 


y • One document cited was dated Dec. 

" 8,' 1978, a month before shah Moham- 
; mad Reza Pahlavi fled Iran, according 
^fo news reports from Tehran. The doc- 
Iţnhent allegedly said of Minachi: .“He 
han been very tnithf ul* and-frank with. 
>;{lie embassy stafTand has- been pasa-. 
*Ing Information.” ■> 

.. V.Ţhe î minister waST taken -to Evin 
!pnson where officials were reported* 
bţvquestioning him about his alleged j 
y CIA contacta- He was arrested on a 
warrant signed-by an Islamic revolu- 


galeş j 


tionary court that apparently was 
prompted by the broadeast, observers 
said. 

In an interview with Beuter after 
the broadeast, Minachi described the 
allegations as nonsense. He said the 
contents of the documents were “just! 
the personal concept of the political 
officers of the embassy” whom he met| 
before the shah was overthrown. 

Bani-Sadr, who has consistently crit- 
icized the embassy takeover and is be- 
lieved to have been responsibîe for 
Tuesday’s departure from government 
service of the religious leader closest 
to the militants, stepped up his attack 
in the Kayhan interview yesterday. 

“Why do they always put these 
children on the air without Consulting 
the authorities?” he asked, combining 
his denunciation of the militants with 
another blast against the state broad- 
casting complex he claims has un- 
fairly criticized him and other moder- 
ates. 

Of the most recent broadeast, he 
said, “It is a self-centered action by 
the students. How can one rule a 
country when a group called ‘students 
following the pâth of the imam’ acts 
ih a self-centered way and behaves 
like a government within a govern- 
ment?” * 

“It is the courts that must investi- 
gate those allegations,” Bani-Sadr con- 
tinued, “and then judge whether a 
person is guilty or not. Otherwise, 
chaos will be created in the country.” 

In a separate move possibly related 
to Bani-Sadr*s growing power struggle 
with embassy militants, 50 Americans 
who were invited to Iran by the cap- 
tors were delayed at Tehran’s airport 
for four hours before being allowed 
into the nation’s capital. 

The militants are believed to have 
invited the American group, whose 
members are sympathetic to last Feî> 
ruar^s revoîution, to use them as a 
publicity vehicle showing that some 
U.S. residents are more interested in 
their grievances than the hostages. 

- Observers in Tehran say the radical 
youths may hope to discredit a “pack- 


iicais 


age deal” worked out by the United; 
Nations that is being considered by 
Iranian authorities. It calls for hold- 
ing an internaţional inquiry into the 
shah’s reiga while the hostages are 
put in the hands of a third party. 

A statement from the militants said 
the visitors agreed to avoid discussion 
of the hostages and to focus on Iran f s 
revoîution, according to news reports. 
The militants claim the hostages* trou- 
bles are small compared to lran*s past 
sufferings. 

Before leaving for Iran, Norman 
Forer, the American group's leader, 
said in New York that there were no 
firm conditions for the visit. Forer, a 
University of Kansas faculty mernber 
who traveled to Ir3n in December, said 
the visit would last 10 days and he ex- 
peeted to “continue the dialogue. I 
hope I can come back to say there 
were substanţial changes.” 

The group consists of prlests, law- 
yers, labor leaders, professors, blacks 
and Indians, according to news re- 
ports. ' ■ 
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